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fINe aRTS DePaRTmeNT
“There is no business in the United States that is not, in some way, dependent on the arts” (Sterling, Carol).

Pyramids, cathedrals and rockets exist not because of geometry, theories of structures or thermodynamics, but because they 
were first a picture-literally a vision-in the minds of those who built them.

Arts experiences and aesthetic decisions are a part of daily life. Many experiences are overtly artistic, such as listening to music 
or enjoying the architecture of a building. An even greater number of experiences are less overtly artistic but involve making 
aesthetic choices.

The Fine Arts provide a window into the heart and mind of humankind and its cultures. The Arts foster creativity, self-
exploration, and self-expression, allowing them to become an integral part of one’s daily life. Enriching as well as incorporating 
all disciplines, the Fine Arts offer ample opportunity for problem solving and abstract reasoning, and profoundly affect one’s 
perception and awareness of the surrounding world.

THe aRT PRogRam
“The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination” (Einstein, Albert).

The city of New Britain has a rich tradition in the visual arts. The New Britain Museum, CCSU, The Art League of New Britain 
and The Children’s Museum all contribute to this fine heritage. NBHS’s art department offers our students a curriculum that 
supports and develops their artistic, observational and aesthetic skills. Through a variety of courses students are stimulated 
intellectually, creatively and culturally. Students enrolled in art courses gain a broadened awareness of self when they are 
able to create a piece of art that they have developed from inception to the final product. New Britain High’s art department 
fosters right brain thinking through artistry, empathy and inventiveness and helps our students become visually literate.  Data 
supports that in our global economy it is the right brain critical thinkers that are able to adapt and develop ideas critical in our 
ever-changing world. The courses offered in the art department are designed to help students reach their artistic potential 
and provide a foundation for a life-long involvement with art.

904A    ELEMENTS OF ART         Accelerated          ½ Credit
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
This is a one semester course that is the prerequisite for all upper level art classes.  It is for students interested in an artistic 
experience as part of their course of study.  Students will gain an understanding of what makes an artwork a masterpiece.   
Students will learn to use the elements of art-line, shape, form, color, value, texture, and space effectively in a variety of art 
projects using the whole range of art materials available.  Homework involving art making and research will be assigned.  Art 
history will be brought into classroom discussions regularly. Journal keeping is an important part of the course.  Students are 
required to have an enduring interest in art and a love of working with their hands. 

904B   ELEMENTS OF ART   Accelerated          ½ Credit
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 904A Elements of Art 
This course the second half of 904A ELEMENTS OF ART. The Principles Design are concepts used to organize or arrange the 
structural elements of Art. The way in which these Principles; Balance, Contrast,  Emphasis, Movement,  Pattern, Rhythm, 
and Unity are applied. Students will organize the Elements of Art using the Principles of Design: to effectively communicate 
their ideas, thoughts and meanings in various artworks using a range of art media, techniques, and subject matter. Students 
will utilize technology using a variety of digital art software within the course work to further develop and understand the 
basic terminology, composition principles, and technical skills of art, composition and design. Journal keeping, sketching and 
homework involving art making and research will be assigned and are important parts of this course. 
 
942    2D ART (Drawing/Painting 1)  Accelerated         1 Credit        
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 904A & 904B Elements of Art
This is a full year course for those students who wish to concentrate on the discipline of drawing and painting.  Drawing is a 
form of communication, much like a language.  The students will learn techniques in a variety of media to  “speak” through 
line, tone, color, and shape.  The major emphasis will be on drawing from life verses photographs and illustrations. Still life, 
landscape, and figure drawing will be touched upon. Originality is stressed.  All traditional aspects of these media techniques 
will be featured, as well as those that are nontraditional and experimental. Some media used will be graphite, colored pencil, 
pastels, ink, watercolor, and acrylic.  Homework and outside projects are required. Journals will be kept. Midterm and final 
exams will assess knowledge of artists, art styles, and art terms discussed in class.  Students are required to come to class with 
a desire to draw and willingness to follow through on ideas.
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914     DRAWING 2                 Accelerated  1 Credit 
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 942 2D Art
This one semester course is designed for those students who wish to advance in the visual arts. Basic drawing skills and 
techniques will be reviewed and practiced. Students will focus on advancing their drawing skills and developing a voice and 
originality in their work. Students will utilize the Mac lab to incorporate technology using a variety of digital art within the 
course work. Sketchbooks and journals will be kept and requires practices both in class and homework. 

918  3D ART (Ceramics 1/ Sculptures 1)      Accelerated      1 Credit
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 904A & 904B Elements of Art
This is a full year course that explores techniques and develops skills in both ceramics and sculpture, taught with an 
appreciation of the rich history and well-known artists in this particular form of art expression.  Students will learn a variety 
of hand building techniques. Finishing will include experimentation with under glazes and glazes plus alternative ways of 
decorating earthenware pieces. The second half of the year, students will focus on using a variety of materials in hands on 
construction using sculpture techniques. 

922  CERAMICS 2       Accelerated          1 Credit
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 918 3D Art
In this full year course, students will build upon the skills, techniques and processes learned in 918A 3D Art and will be 
required to complete a group of finished pieces. This course will focus on advanced hand building and glazing techniques. 
Students will also have the opportunity to experiment with the pottery wheel and other finishing techniques such as use of 
underglazes plus alternative ways of decorating earthenware pieces.

928     PAINTING 2      Accelerated  1 Credit
Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 942 2D Art
This full year course is a continuation of 942 2D Art and will focus on an expanding the exploration of individual techniques 
learned and will be further developed. Various themes, artist styles and movements will be discussed and students will be 
able focus on their own individual painting style in this class. Students will utilize technology in a variety of digital art within 
the course work. Students will utilize their own style to communicate their themes, ideas and feelings through art making. 

930  ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART  College  1  Credit
Grade:  11, 12
Prerequisite:  Permission of the instructor.
The AP Studio Art program allows for highly motivated students with a serious interest in the visual arts to take college-
level work at the high school level. Students must have prior art knowledge and skills as well as a basic understanding of 
the Elements and Design. Students will need 2D Art.   Students will utilize technology in a variety of digital art within the 
course work. Critiques, artist research, sketching, and working outside of class are important parts of this course. Students 
are required to submit a 3 section portfolio to the College Board, consisting of twenty-four quality artworks, in place of a 
final exam. Students will be evaluated on their personal theme, style, and/or concept (Concentration Section), their ability to 
demonstrate their understanding of a variety of media, technique, and processes (Breadth Section), and the quality of their 
work (Quality Section). Works from other courses in 10th, 11th, and 12th grade may be used. 

The summer assignment packet for the following year must be picked up by the end of May (see AP Instructor).  

THe muSIC PRogRam
The Music Program at New Britain High School will help the student become aware of the aesthetic values to be found in 
music through a broad and comprehensive program that includes vocal and instrumental performance as well as instruction 
and exploration of a variety of musical areas. Students will have the opportunity to realize, discover, expand, and enjoy their 
own unique talents in music and to appreciate those of fellow students.

The Music program offers a variety of courses for students.  Courses in non-performance include World Multicultural Music, 
Keyboarding, Guitar, Handbells, Composition, and Theory. Choral activities include a daily mixed chorus, chamber choir/music 
theater ensemble as well as a select vocal ensemble; The Madrigal Singers/Show Choir.  Performances include the Madrigal 
Feast, an On Stage revue and concerts throughout the year.




