
 
 

New Britain Board of Education 
Nicholas Mercier – President | Nicole Rodriguez – Vice-President | Daisy Sanchez - Secretary 

Grisselle Aponte | Sharon Beloin-Saavedra | Catherine Cheney | Mallory Deprey | Merrill Gay | Miriam Geraci | Gayle Sanders-Connolly 

 

 
 
 

Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes from September 25, 2017 
New Britain Educational Administration Center 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:08 PM. 
 

Committee Members Present 
Ms. Grisselle Aponte and Mr. Nicholas Mercier 
 

CSDNB Committee Staff Present 
Ms. Amy Anderson, Ms. Lara Bohlke, Mr. Matthew Cannata, Mr. Paul Salina, Dr. Nicole Sanders and Ms. Nancy Sarra 
 

 
 
Review minutes from meeting on August 28, 2017 
There were no recommended changes to the minutes from August 28, 2017 
 
Discussion: Curriculum Review Schedule 
A discussion was held regarding the curriculum review schedule. The Curriculum Committee will begin with elementary school 
Math (grades 3-5) in October. The curriculum review schedule will be reviewed on a month-to-month basis. 
 
Discussion: K-2 Math Curriculum 
The committee reviewed the curriculum for Kindergarten Math. They did not finish reviewing first and second grade math 
curriculum, so they will review that at the next meeting. Ms. Amy Anderson, District Coordinator of Curriculum (K-5), answered 
all questions from the committee members.  
 
The kindergarten math curriculum has been revised so that students’ understanding of number sense can be enhanced. We 
specifically looked at the CT ELDS to build on students learning coming out of Pre-K. Emphasis on counting, classifying, cardinality, 
and subtilizing is given great importance in the early part of the year; numerous hands on activities with manipulatives are 
provided to reach learning targets. The shift is moving away from paper and pencil assignments to more meaningful hands on 
explorations. Students are given opportunities to demonstrate understanding in multiple ways.  The curriculum now includes 
several activities from Engage New York, a well-respected educational initiative out of New York City that addresses the Common 
Core.  Adjustments to assessments will align with enhancements and revisions to curriculum. 
 
The committee recommended the kindergarten curriculum go to the Board of Education at one of the regular meetings in 
October or November for approval.  
 
Discussion: Revisions/Writing for 2017-2018 School Year 
Ms. Lara Bohlke, District Coordinator of Curriculum (6-12), wanted to know what happens to the curriculum that is being written 
this year. Mr. Mercier stated that any new curricula should be brought to the curriculum committee for review and 
recommendation to send to the Board of Education for full review and approval.  
 

New Business 

Call to Order and Opening 
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Discussion: Updates regarding BYOC 
Ms. Anderson said this will be a standing item on the agendas just in case there are any updates. There are none for this month. 
 
Discussion: Updates on Instructional Tools (Resources) 
Ms. Anderson said this will be a standing item on the agendas just in case there are any updates. There are none for this month. 
 
Discussion: Future Curriculum Committee Meetings 
Ms. Aponte would like an update on the Mindset Academy at New Britain High School.  For future meetings, Mr. Mercier 
recommended that committee members forward questions to the committee staff prior to the meeting so there can be more 
streamlined discussion.  
 

 
 
The meeting ended at 7:21 PM. 

Closing and Adjournment 


