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Regular School Board Meeting Minutes from February 20, 2018 
New Britain Educational Administration Center 

 
 Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

Call to Order 
Ms. Nicole Rodriguez, President of the Board Education, called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  
 

Board Members Present 
Ms. Griselle Aponte, Ms. Catherine Cheney, Mr. Merrill Gay, Mr. Nicholas Mercier, Ms. Yvonne Muniz, Ms. Nancy Rodriguez,                   
Ms. Nicole Rodriguez, Ms. Violet Jiménez Sims, Ms. Gayle Sanders-Connolly 
 

Board Members Absent/Excused 
Ms. Annie Parker 
 

 Public Participation 

 

Mr. Timothy Stewart | President, Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Timothy Stewart is speaking regarding the regular and special education transportation bid. Mr. Stewart spoke regarding 
the transportation contract and the process behind it. He spoke of how DATTCO has been a pillar in the community and has 
always been willing to lend a hand. Mr. Stewart said it is his job to represent his members who belong to the New Britain Chamber 
of Commerce. 

 
Mr. Donald DeVivo | DATTCO 
Mr. Donald DeVivo said he was disappointed in the process that took place regarding the transportation bid. He said he has not 
received much contact during the process. Mr. DeVivo read a letter that he had sent to CSDNB Leadership. He stated that he 
would like the opportunity to discuss the proposal with the Board of Education and CSDNB Leadership. 
 

 Addition to Agenda 

 
Mr. Mercier motioned to add ‘Greetings from DiLoreto’ to the agenda, seconded by Ms. Sanders-Connolly. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Greetings from DiLoreto 
Alex Ortiz, Principal of DiLoreto Elementary & Middle School, showed a video presentation of the students talking about what 
they loved about DiLoreto School. 
 
Mr. Ortiz spoke of the culture at DiLoreto and how they make every day count while investing in their students each and every 
day. Ms. Johanna Robles, Assistant Principal, spoke of how everyone at DiLoreto works together to pursue excellence one 
student at a time. 
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 Reports 

 

Ms. Nancy Sarra, Superintendent of Schools, reported the following: 
 

 Ms. Sarra said that the district is about to embark on transformational change throughout the district and more 
information will be coming as we move into March. 
 

 Ms. Sarra and Mr. Salina were in Nashville, Tennessee this past weekend to receive the VH1 Save The Music Foundation 
Award. Ms. Sarra thanked all who have helped the music program over the past several years to get it to the point where 
it stands today. 
 

 The New Britain High School Girls Cheerleading team placed in third place at a recent competition. 
 

 Chief Wardwell and the CSDNB Operations Department met on Monday to review safety procedures and protocols 
throughout the district. Over the next few weeks, trainings will be announced and held for all staff in New Britain. 
 

Board Reports 
 

 Ms. Sanders-Connolly said that she’s happy to see the Board will accept a $15,000 grant to help with staff to support the 
students who have arrived from Puerto Rico. 

 
 Presentations 

 
School Results - 2016-2017 Next Generation Accountability System 
Presented by John Taylor 
 

John Taylor, Director of Research and Development, gave a presentation regarding the New Britain School District Next 
Generation Accountability Report for 2016-2017. The presentation has been attached.  
 

 Consent Agenda 

 
There were no objections and/or requests from board members to move the following items off the Consent Agenda. Therefore, 
these items were approved: 
 

Approve minutes from the Regular Board of Education Meeting on February 5, 2018 
Submitted by Matthew Cannata | No committee review 
 

Approve minutes from the Special Board of Education Meeting on February 7, 2018 
Submitted by Matthew Cannata | No committee review  
 

Operations: Accept Enrollment Report 
Submitted by Jeff Prokop | No committee review 
 

Policy: Approve new policy: 6171 - Special Education 
Submitted by Nicholas Mercier | Reviewed by the Policy Committee on November 29 
 

This policy states that the district shall provide a free appropriate public education and necessary related services to all children 
with disabilities residing within the district, required under the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act ("IDEA"), Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans With Disabilities Act. 
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It is the intent of the District to ensure that students who are disabled within the definition of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated and provided with appropriate educational services. Students may be disabled within the 
meaning of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act even though they do not require services pursuant to the IDEA. 
 
For students eligible for services under IDEA, the District shall follow procedures for identification, evaluation, placement, and 
delivery of services to children with disabilities provided in state and federal statutes which govern special education. For those 
students who are not eligible for services under IDEA, but, because of disability as defined by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, need or are believed to need special instruction or related services, the District shall establish and implement a 
system of procedural safeguards.  
 
The safeguards shall cover students' identification, evaluation, and educational placement. This system shall include notice, an 
opportunity for the student's parent(s)/guardian(s)/surrogate parent to examine relevant records, an impartial hearing with 
opportunity for participation by the student's parent(s)/guardians(s), and representation by counsel, and a review procedure. 
 
The Board of Education in fulfilling its legal duties and responsibilities for providing special education programs for the students 
of the school district, shall be assisted through membership in the Regional Education Service Center and through cooperative 
associations with other school districts. If necessary, students may also be placed in private school education facilities. 
 

Policy: Approve new policy: 6159 - Individualized Education Programs (IEP) 
Submitted by Nicholas Mercier | Reviewed by the Policy Committee on November 29 

 
This policy states that any child, whether a student of the school district, of preschool age, or between the ages of three and 21 
years of age, inclusive, but not attending district schools, who is suspected of having a disability and potentially in need of 
specialized instruction shall be referred to a "Planning and Placement Team" (PPT) which shall consider the referral and 
determine whether or not an evaluative study is required in order to determine whether the child is a child with a disability as 
defined in state and federal statutes and if special education is required and to establish the scope of the special education 
program. 
 
A parent of a child, the State Department of Education, or other state agencies available to District may initiate a request for an 
initial evaluation to determine if the child is a child with a disability. Initial evaluations, using a variety of assessment tools and 
measures to gather relevant functional, developmental, and academic information, must be completed within 60 calendar days 
of the receipt of parental consent, or 45 school days as determined by the State. Exceptions to this timeframe include children 
moving between school districts and parental refusal to make a child available for evaluation, as provided by law. A request to 
extend the evaluation timeline may be initiated when the child is suspected of having a specific learning disability and the PPT 
agrees that additional time is needed to evaluate the student’s response to research-based interventions that are required when 
considering eligibility under this disability label. Assessments for disabled children who are transfer students shall be coordinated 
between the sending or receiving district in an expeditious manner. The District will provide parents/guardians with State 
Department of Education information and resources relating to IEPs as soon as a child is identified as requiring special education. 
 

Policy: Approve new policy: 6171.2 - Preschool Students with Disabilities 
Submitted by Nicholas Mercier | Reviewed by the Policy Committee on November 29 
 
This policy states that the Board of Education (Board) recognizes the value of special education and its responsibility in ensuring 
that all resident preschool children with disabilities have the opportunity to participate in special programs and services from 
which they may benefit. The Board shall maintain an early intervention program for preschool-aged children identified through 
the "Birth to Age Three" screening process under regulations imposed by the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) which 
identifies children with special education needs or developmental delays. 
 
The District's program shall be based upon the "reverse mainstreaming model" which maintains a significant number of non-
disabled (regular education) students who serve as role models for the students with identified special needs. The Director of 
Pupil Services or his/her designee shall be responsible to coordinate and evaluate the program annually to make 
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recommendations to the Superintendent of Schools. 
 
The Board authorizes the Superintendent of Schools to establish administrative practices and procedures to carry out this 
responsibility. 
 

Policy: Approve revised policy: 6142.101 - District Wellness 
Submitted by Lisa Kawecki | Reviewed by the Policy Committee on January 31 

 
This policy states that the New Britain Board of Education believes and promotes children’s health is essential to their success at 
School. Therefore, the District Wellness Policy (Local School Wellness Policy or LSWP) will support practices that support a 
healthy environment and lifestyle. The Consolidated School District of New Britain (CSDNB) will promote healthy schools by 
supporting physical, social, and emotional wellness, including good nutrition and regular physical activity as part of the total 
learning environment. Children learn and participate in positive and dietary lifestyle practices. By doing so, all schools will 
contribute to the basic health status of children. Improved health optimizes student performance potential. 
 
The Superintendent will establish and maintain a Wellness Committee consisting of representatives from CSDNB, community 
organizations, parents, and students. This Committee shall recommend, review and provide oversight of the Wellness Policy, its 
implementation, and wellness related issues that affect student health. All members shall participate in the ongoing assessment 
and revision of the policy to actively promote the health and wellbeing of all students, and the school community. 
 

Policy: Approve new policy:  5111.3 - Protection of Undocumented Students 
Submitted by Nicholas Mercier | Reviewed by the Policy Committee on January 31 

 
This policy states that all students have the right to attend public school and enjoy access to equitable educational and 
programmatic services regardless of the immigration status of the student or of the student's family members. 
 
For the purposes of this policy, "District personnel" includes all District employees, counsel for the District, and any agencies 
contracting with the District. 
 
District personnel shall not take any steps that would deny students access to education based on their immigration status or 
any steps that would impede the rights of any students to public education under the U.S. Supreme Court's 1982 ruling in Plyler 
v. Doe, the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the Connecticut General Statutes, and any other applicable state 
and federal law. 
 

Policy: Approve revised policy: 5131.60 - Drug and Alcohol Policy for Students and Adult Education Participants 
Submitted by Rachel Young | Reviewed by the Policy Committee on January 31 
 

This revision takes the current Drug and Alcohol Policy for students and is tweaked to now include Adult Education participants. 
The policy states that pursuant to the goal of the Consolidated School District of New Britain Board of Education to maintain a 
drug, tobacco and alcohol-free school district, schools shall take positive action through education, counseling, parental 
involvement, and medical and police referral in handling incidents in the schools involving possession, sale, and/or use of 
behavior affecting substances. These substances shall include but not be limited to alcohol and controlled substances as defined 
in the Penal Code of the State of Connecticut. 
 
Alcohol, tobacco, stimulants, street drugs, including but not limited to marijuana, heroin and cocaine; anabolic steroids, 
hormones and analogues, diuretics and other performance enhancing substances; including supplements and Creatine, are 
addressed by this policy and accompanying administrative regulations. 
 
Possessing, using, or transmitting any substance which is represented to be or looks like a narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, 
amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, alcoholic beverage, stimulant, depressant, or intoxicant of any kind, including such 
substances that contain chemicals which produce the same effect of illegal substances including but not limited to Spice and K2 
and bath salts are addressed by this policy. 
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Personnel/Partnerships: Approve grant in the amount of $15,000 from United Way for English Support Staff 
Submitted by Nancy Puglisi | No committee review 
 

The District applied to the United Way of Central and Northeastern CT. Neighbors in Need to provide English Language Support 
staff for new students coming from Puerto Rico after the hurricane. The District has over 200 new students from hurricane 
ravaged Puerto Rico. The total is $15,000 and the funding source is United Way of Central and Northeastern CT. 
 

 New Business 

 

Personnel: Approve Personnel Transactions 
Submitted by Shuana Tucker | No committee review 

 
Mr. Mercier motioned to approve the personnel transactions with a friendly amendment to include the addendums that were 
submitted, seconded by Ms. Sanders-Connolly. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 Executive Session 

 
Operations: Discussion of confidential attorney-client privileged written memorandum (Transportation Contract) 
Submitted by Kevin Kane 
 

Mr. Mercier motioned to go into executive session at 7:21 PM to discuss confidential attorney-client privileged written 
memorandum (Transportation Contract), seconded by Ms. Sanders-Connolly. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
The meeting resumed at 7:23 PM.  
 
Mr. Mercier motioned to go into executive session at 7:23 PM to discuss confidential attorney-client privileged written 
memorandum (Transportation Contract), seconded by Ms. Sanders-Connolly. The following were invited into executive session: 
Ms. Nancy Sarra, Mr. Paul Salina, Mr. Kevin Kane and the representatives from Shipman and Goodwin. 
 
The meeting resumed at 8:24 PM. 
 

Operations: Approval of Phase 2 - Plans, Specifications and Professional Cost Estimates for Smalley School 
Submitted by Raymond Moore | No committee review 
 

Mr. Mercier motioned to approve Phase 2 – Plans, Specifications and Professional Cost Estimates for Smalley School, seconded 
by Ms. Sanders-Connolly. 
 
The State of Connecticut, Office of School Construction Grants & Review, requires Board of Education and School Building 
Committee approval of Phase 2 of 5 - Plans, Specifications and Professional Cost Estimates for Concrete, Steel and Site work 
dated February 14, 2018.  Approval is required for the Addition/Renovate-As-New and Site Improvements Project at Smalley 
Elementary School prior to the Plan Completion Test (PCT) Review Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 27, 2018.  The plans 
and specifications are ready for approval and bidding. 
 
The School Building Committee will approve the Smalley Elementary School Plans, Specifications and Professional Cost Estimates 
dated February 14, 2018 at its monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 21, 2018. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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Academics: Approve bid waiver and purchase order for professional development at Smith 
Submitted by Karen Falvey | No committee review 

 
Mr. Mercier motioned to approve the bid waiver and purchase order for professional development at Smith, seconded by Ms. 
Cheney. Mr. Mercier noted that a bid waiver was not necessary since it deals with professional development. 
 
This is part of the 1002(a) grant that was written last February and revised in October of this school year.  Smith's goal this year 
is to improve in both teaching and learning in numeracy.  Jessica Kazigan from CREC will work with teachers and administrators 
to intentionally plan for math class, add math centers, collaborate with the principled instruction coaches to provide coaching 
around higher order questioning and productive struggle.  Jessica will provide professional development to unpack the standards 
and adjust the scope and sequence in order to see the appropriate growth in our standardized testing, quick quizzes and day to 
day class work.   
 
The total is 24,800.00 and the funding source is 1003 (a) Grant 1003 (a) grant. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Personnel: Approve new position request - Four (4) Math Tutors at Northend Elementary School 
Submitted by Shuana Tucker | Reviewed by the Personnel Committee 
 

Ms. Sanders-Connolly motioned to approve a new position request of four (4) Math Tutors at Northend Elementary School, 
seconded by Ms. Aponte. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Personnel: Approve new position request - Two (2) Math Tutors at Smith Elementary School 
Submitted by Shuana Tucker | Reviewed by the Personnel Committee 

 
Ms. Sanders-Connolly motioned to approve a new position request of two (2) Math Tutors at Smith Elementary School, seconded 
by Ms. Aponte. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 Addition to Agenda 

 
Mr. Mercier motioned to add the following to the agenda: Receive a report from the Chief Financial Officer regarding items B 
and C under New Business, seconded by Ms. Cheney. Item B is Operations: Approve regular education transportation contract 
and Item C is Operations: Approve special education transportation contract. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

 Presentation 

 
Mr. Kevin Kane, Chief Financial Officer, gave a report to the board regarding the transportation vendor bid process. 
 

 Continuation of New Business 

 

Operations: Approve regular and special education transportation contract  
 
Mr. Mercier motioned to approve the following, seconded by Ms. Cheney: 
 

WHEREAS, the Board's current contracts for transportation services (regular daily transportation, special education 
transportation, summer transportation and athletic and field trips transportation) expire on June 30, 2018; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District issued a Request for Proposals dated October 2, 2017 ("Request for Proposals") for all 
transportation services; and 
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WHEREAS, the District received several proposals for transportation services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the District personnel have reviewed the proposals and information regarding pricing for transportation 
services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has been presented with information related to the analysis of the pricing contained in the 
proposals; and 

 
WHEREAS, the analysis of the pricing was based on two contracts for transportation services, one for regular 
transportation services, consisting of the regular transportation daily routes, regular summer transportation and regular 
athletic trips, and a second for special needs transportation services, consisting of special needs transportation daily 
routes and special needs summer transportation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the low proposals have been determined based on the analysis of the pricing contained in the proposals for 
each of the regular transportation services and the special needs transportation services; and 

 
WHEREAS, one of the proposers is a City-based proposer; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of New Britain Ordinance Section 2-578, Section 10 (the "Ordinance"), as described in Section 4.15 
of the Request for Proposals, provides that a City-based bidder may agree to accept the award of the bid at the amount 
of the low bid if it submits a bid within a ten percent (10%) differential of the low bid; and 

 
WHEREAS, the amount of the proposal from the City-based proposer is within the ten percent (10%) differential of the 
amounts of the low proposals for each of the regular transportation services and special needs transportation services; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City-based proposer was given the opportunity to accept a contract award of each of the regular 
transportation services and special needs transportation services at the amount of the respective low proposals; 

 
WHEREAS, as part of the negotiations, the City-based proposer has made three (3) alternative proposals to the District: 
(1) award both contracts as submitted to the City-based proposer for regular and special needs transportation; (2) the 
City-based proposer will reduce its prices by 2.9%; and (3) the City-based proposer will accept the pricing pages from the 
low proposal for regular transportation services, but only with a minimum number of required buses, all as described in 
the letter from Donald A. DeVivo dated February 15,2018; 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has also been presented with information related to these alternate proposals; 

 
WHEREAS, there are no other City-based bidders or any Connecticut-based bidders that have come within the 
differentials under the provisions of the Ordinance, as described in Section 4.15 of the Request for Proposals. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that it is in the best interest of the District to award two contracts, one for regular transportation 
services and one for special needs transportation services. 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that based on the analysis done by District personnel, First Student, Inc. has submitted the low 
proposal for the regular transportation services and Specialty Transportation, Inc. has submitted the low proposal for 
the special needs transportation services. 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that Dattco, Inc. has presented evidence of its principal place of business in its proposal to 
demonstrate that it is a City-based bidder, as required by the Ordinance. 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to the Ordinance and Section 4.15 of the Request for Proposals, the respective low 
proposal is the pricing proposed by First Student, Inc. for regular transportation services in its proposal and Specialty 
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Transportation, Inc. for special needs transportation services in its proposal, as shown on the pricing pages submitted 
by each of First Student, Inc. and Specialty Transportation, Inc. 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the three alternative proposals submitted to the District by Dattco, Inc. contain conditions 
that are either contrary to the interpretation of the Ordinance or unacceptable to the Board; 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that based on the analysis done by District personnel, the Board has determined that it is not in 
the District's financial interest nor the best interests of the District to accept any of the Dattco, Inc. alternative proposals; 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the Board and the Superintendent of the District be, and each of them hereby 
is, authorized, acting singly, to negotiate and execute the transportation contracts, on behalf of the Board, with First 
Student, Inc. as to regular transportation services and Specialty Transportation, Inc. as to special needs transportation 
services. 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 Closing and Adjournment 

 
Ms. Sanders-Connolly motioned to adjourn at 9:10 PM, seconded by Mr. Mercier. Motion carried unanimously.  


